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Chronicling the great warships from World War II to the present, this book offers enthusiasts a

detailed look into their specifications, firepower, and success rate. With precise illustrations and

dramatic photographs, this book offers readers every engrossing detail.
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Part of Rosen Publishing's 'Greatest Weapons of All Times' series, Robert Jackson's 101 GREAT

WARSHIPS is a wide-ranging, basic introduction to various warships of all nations. Though billed as

a book for teens, adults should enjoy Jackson's book as well.Spanning the decades from 1903 to

2012, Robert Jackson's book claims to cover "Great Warships" but, for the life of me, I never did find

his definition of what constitutes a great warship. The 101 warships are presented in their order of

launch date. The survey begins with the Austrian battleship Erzherzog Karl, which apparently rates

the "Great" title because it was the first warship to have her secondary guns housed in electrically

powered turrets. The last warship Jackson covers is the U.K. aircraft carrier HMS Prince of Wales,

which hasn't even been built! In between are such luminaries as HMS Dreadnought, HMS

Invincible, HMS Ben-my-Chree, SMS Derfflinger, Kamikaze-class DDs, Ersh-class subs,

Essex-class CVs, Daring-class DDs, USS Nautilus, USS Iwo Jima, etc. Some of the other entries -

the Canada-class BBs built for Chile, USS Arizona, HMS Duncan, HMS Electra, etc. - are

headscratchers. Arizona is famous but does famous equate with great? Likewise, Jackson never

tells the reader what HMS Duncan's claim to fame is and so on.In any case, each ship merits one



page with a half-page of history, a brief specs table, a color side-profile and one photograph, which

is sometimes in color. Appendices include a glossary, a brief bibliography, a 'For More Information'

section and an index.Anyone interested in warships should enjoy Jackson's book. It introduces

them to ships both famous and little-known. Whether those ships merit the title of "Great Warship" is

another matter. Recommended.
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